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Governments, surprised and startled the world. A special and plausible justification of Germany's conduct, her not unnatural irritation at France's procrastination and apparent ill-will in the application of the Franco-German Agreement of 1909, was utterly unsuspected at the time, not only by the general public on the Continent and in England, but even by well-informed members of the French Parliament. The Agreement of 1909 had rejoiced Europe. It seemed to be an earnest of Germany's honest intention to cease using the Moroccan question as an instrument of political and diplomatic pressure on France. All that the public opinion of the world appeared clearly to perceive in this Agreement was that Germany had at last recognized the predominance in Morocco of French political rights. The fact that France, in another clause of the Agreement, had solemnly promised to share with Germany the golden apples of the Hesperides, was generally overlooked. Europe was ill prepared, therefore, to divine that when Germany suddenly dispatched a gun-boat to an Atlantic port within reach of the Hcsperi-dean Gardens it was because France for two years had been submitting her partner in the Agreement of 1909 to the tortures of Tantalus, by alternately offering, and juggling out of sight, that and other coveted fruit. These operations had gone on behind the scenes, and not a dozen men in Europe, outside of the official world of the Ouai d'Orsay and the Wilhelmstrassc, were aware that the apparent bolt from the blue was an act for which a rational pretext could be adduced.1
In deciding on so sensational a method for the solution of a strained diplomatic situation, Germany had miscalculated the nature of the political forces, and of the international factors, then existing in Europe. Relentlessly bent on the realization of her fixed idea, destruction of the Entente between France and England, she had counted on achieving that object surreptitiously during the working 1 See pp. 243-245.